Soft tissue deformity after craniofacial fracture repair: analysis and treatment.
The primary repair of facial fractures requires sufficient subperiosteal dissection and mobilization of soft tissues to permit accurate fracture reduction. Improper repositioning of soft tissues predisposes the site to deformities with subsequent adverse effects on the aesthetics of the final result. The purpose of this paper is to describe these deformities, the modification of surgical approaches to avoid them, and the various techniques for secondary soft tissue reconstruction. The paper reviews the assessment of soft tissue deformity and the principles of soft tissue reconstruction in addressing temporal contour deformity, cheek ptosis, eyelid deformities, and medial and lateral canthal dystopia. The morbidity of remote incisions and soft tissue degloving used in primary facial fracture repair can be minimized by using a meticulous technique and precise soft tissue repositioning at closing.